A Place to Begin

A guide to choosing a preschool
program for your child.

Brought to you by the Lancaster County Early Intervention
Parent Advisory Committee

The Early Intervention Parent Advisory Committee is a program of
Lancaster County Mental Health/Mental Retardation
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The first day of preschool is an exciting day for children and parents.
There are so many emotions rolled up in that first day; excitement, pride, joy and
even a little anxiety. Feeling confident that you have chosen the right preschool
program for your child can help ease some of the anxiety parents may feel on
that first day. When a child has developmental delays and is participating in
Early Intervention there may be a few extra things for parents to consider when
looking for a preschool program. This guide was designed to help you gather
your thoughts in preparation for the task of finding just the right place for your
child to begin.

This guide was compiled and written by the Lancaster County Early Inter-
vention Parent Advisory Committee (PAC). The PAC is a group of parents
whose children have participated in or are currently enrolled in the Early Inter-
vention program. The questions and concerns presented in this guide come
from the personal experiences of these parents and are passed on to you in the
hope that you will feel well prepared to ask the questions that will help you
choose a preschool.
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place for us to begin our preschool guide was with a discussion of what inclusion can mean to
children with developmental delays and their families and why it is so important to our communi-
ties.
Our vision of an inclusive community is one where every individual is included and em-
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are appreciated. Every member of the community has a sense of belonging. To realize this vi-
sion we need to think about building this inclusive community one person at a time, and in our
case, one classroom at a time. There are many preschools who share this vision. Our hope is
that you will find one of these programs.
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comed and accepted not just by the teachers but also by the other children. Your child will not be
excluded from activities because of a developmental disability or delay and the school is willing to
try hard to accommodate his or her special needs. The classroom environment encourages all
children to participate regardless of ability.

A truly inclusive preschool program is a gift to the entire community. It is a place where
young children and their parents can learn to be accepting and tolerant of one another. Itis a
place where compassion and understanding are part of the curriculum. These are valuable les-
sons for all members of a community to share.



